
5.16.020 – Definitions

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed
to them:

1. “Alternative nicotine product” means a product  or device not consisting of or containing tobacco that
provides for the ingestion into the body of nicotine, whether by chewing, smoking, absorbing, dissolving,
inhaling, snorting, sniffing, or by any other means  “Alternative nicotine product”  does not include: any
product approved by the United States food and drug administration as a nontobacco product for sale as a
tobacco cessation product, as a tobacco dependence product, or for other medical purposes, and is being
marketed and sold solely for that approved purpose.

2. “Electronic Cigarette” means:
1. any device that employs a battery or other mechanism to heat a solution or substance to produce a

vapor or aerosol intended for inhalation;
2. any cartridge or container of a solution or substance intended for use in the device. 

“Electronic cigarette” includes but is not limited to, any electronic nicotine delivery system, electronic cigar,
electronic cigarillo, electronic pipe, electronic hookah, vape pen, or similar product or device, and any
components or parts that can be used to build the product or device. 

“Electronic cigarette” does not include: any product approved by the United States Food and Drug Administration
for sale as a tobacco cessation product, as a tobacco dependence product, or for other medical purposes, and is
being marketed and sold solely for that approved purpose; any asthma inhaler prescribed  by a physician for that
condition and is being marketed and sold solely for that approved purpose; or any therapeutic product approved
for use under the Illinois Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis Pilot Program Act.

3. “Hookah Lounge” means an establishment where patrons share shisha (flavored tobacco) from a communal
hookah or nargile which is placed at each table.  Typically a disposable mouthpiece is provided for each
user for hygiene reasons.  Some Hookah Bars offer traditional shisha or herbal shisha (contains no
tobacco/nicotine) but herbs produce tar when they burn and for the purposes of this ordinance, shall be
treated the same as tobacco/alternative nicotine products in reference to their use and/or sale.

4. “Retail tobacco dealer” means any person selling, offering for sale, exposing for sale or keeping with the
intention of selling or exchanging at retail, tobacco products, alternative nicotine products or tobacco
accessories in the city.  “Retail” means the sale of commodities in small quantities directly to the ultimate
consumer.  For example:  The sale of tobacco in a grocery store, convenience store, gas station, tavern,
restaurant, billiard or bowling alley.

5. “Tobacco Accessories” means cigarette papers or wrappers, pipes, holders of smoking materials of all
types, cigarette rolling machines, and any other item designed primarily for the smoking or ingestion of
tobacco products.

6. “Tobacco and tobacco products” means cigarettes cigars or tobacco intended for human use, including
loose tobacco, pipe tobacco, chewing tobacco and snuff.

7. “Tobacco product sample” means a tobacco product distributed to members of the general public at no cost
or at nominal cost for product promotional purposes.  Examples include tobacco shop, e-cigarette shops or
cigar shop.

8. “Tobacco product sampler” means any person engaged in the business of tobacco product sampling,
alternative nicotine or other than a retail tobacco dealer.

9. “Tobacco product sampling” means the distribution of tobacco product samples to members of the general
public.

10. “Vending machine” means any mechanical, electric or electronic, self-service devise which, upon insertion
of money, tokens or any other form of payment, dispenses tobacco products.

11. “Wholesale tobacco dealer” means any person making, manufacturing of jobbing cigars, or selling, offering
for sale, exposing for sale, or keeping with the intention of selling or exchanging or delivering at wholesale,
any tobacco, snuff, cigars, cigarettes or cigarette  papers, including leaf tobacco, alternative nicotine
products or any preparations containing tobacco.  “Wholesale” means the sale of commodities in quantity
usually for resale (as by a retail merchant); no sales directly to the ultimate consumer.

(2019-M-21 : § 2; 2014-M-41 : §1; 1991-M-37 : §1)
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